HATCHES TERRAPIN
IN BROADWAY HOTL

Largest Shipper from Georgia
Carries His Sand Incubator
with Him.

THEY THRIVE IN HIS BATHTUSB

o]

A. M. Barbeo Has 8pent 23 Yoars
Studying Terrapin Growing and
He Tells How [t I3 Done.

The birthrate at the Hotel Imperial
broke all records night before last
Wrong. Dogs, nor cats, nor even mlce
had sught to 4o with it. The responsi-
bllity rests on terraping, the kind you pay
$4 or $5 for, whether you buy them whole
from the dealer or by the tablespoonful
in & restaurant, & price which some havo
fancied in one way or another was the
reason why they were called * diamond
backs.”

The producer of the terrapins at the
Imperial is A. 3. Barbes, of Bavannah,
Ga. DBorn in Savannah, he is connected
with the real estate husiness, owna a gro-
cery slore und a few other things and
raises terrapin. He iz about the biggest
terrapin shfpper in the country. Ho has
been in the bhusinesa twenty-three years,
and ho says he was the [first tweuty
lcarning the first thing about the terra-
pin., Now he makes it hia hobby. Every
time he comes North he slips a young
terrapin into his pocket, just for com-
pany’'s sauke., and this time when he lefy
home he not only brought along fivp halt
and full grown diamond backs, but a
traveling incubator, filled with 100 terra.
pin eggs, and theso eggs have boeen very
busy ever since Mr. Barbee left Bavannah.
Mr. Barbee took out the travellng incu-
bator to rRhow to the conductor and portes
of his Puliman, when pop! went ono egg-
shell and the motion was seconded by
another, and befors their astonished eyes

fe

‘orlck, broke from their shells in protest

two as perfect  infant turtiesr o8 you ever |
saw poked their heads oul und began to
WIERIL 4

Thefi Mr, Barbes spent & night In Phila.
dolpflla. and the terrapinettes in fortye
clght eggy, Nke the old monk of the JHIT

agalnst the quict. Now what Is left of
them after the number which have heen
glven away as souvenirs are disporting in
glass tunks on Mr. Berbee's bureau, to-
gether with the fiftuen other litile shelle

backed ﬂtrunvvrs. Mr. Barbee has glved
over his bathtub to the blgger flve he
broyght with him, and new terra ins greet
hini every time he goes back to his room.
It was that way yesterday. Burrell, the
room clerk, had just inade a report on tne
hotel's vitul statistics whesn Mr., Burbee
pussed by. ) ‘

* Comne upstairs,” sald the Georgian.

On & chalr near the bureau lay u low
leather case, with un ajr vent in one en

 8tates Fish Commisslon from conductin®

terrapin hutching.
e In my pens §] used to spread rand
gven!y over the floors, and ax It wux

neceswiiry to fiood this hefore feeding the
terrupin—tho food s fresh tish, shrimps,
fiddlers and reiery—wsuch Cgge ns werr
1gfd were ulwaye spolled, as the wuter
sgollu them. It was enthrcly by chance
thut one duy, Instead of »preading the

sand evenlv. [ made a plle of §t. Well,
Sir, the terruping mude 4 rush for that
sund pile, sand a dozen of them dug their
way into it und began laying. All [ hgd
to do was to scrupe away the sand and
thera were the eggi.

“ A terrapin layr durlug June, July,
Au?'usl and early nNeptember., KEuch fe-
male Jays from eight to ten egys al
month. 1 usually have about 150 dozen
grown terrapins on bhuand, and each fe-,
male can be depended upon to give me:
thirty eggs a season. Between the f{irst
of lnst Juyly and the ond of next Junuary
J shall have hatched about 7,000 eggs.
and I am successful with about 95 per
cent. of them.

» 'Of course, a terradpin egeg, under

Jt looked as If bullt to contain a particu-
lurly ** dachsy ' dachshund. The 1toD{
aopened, revealed a woaden box contalning
sand in a number of compartments. Hereo
and there you saw & littfe white mound.

sro r conditions, hatches itself, but the
ifficuity is that the exgs of the wild
terrapin are not protected, as 1 have
pointed out. The

ncubator, as you see,
consists of sand in a hox. J keep « sort

¢ Bg George! here’s another!" exclalm
Mr. Barbee, holding up a bdbursted shell.l
from which & tiny creature was trying,
to get away with its house on its bae
In the tnnks on the bureau were a mul-
tituda of wriggling things that on close
sxamination Trasolved themseives Iinto
very young epicurean entertajnmelts,

Hatching the Terrapins.

* YWhen 1 left home on Oct, 3,” sald Mr.
Barbee, ** i had eggs of tho proper age to
hatch out every day while away. These
¢cRE® ure of the size of s pigeon's eE¥
when first lald. As hatching time ap-
proaches, they Iincrease in size. Here's

one that wiil pop In a week.

““You see, terrapins are my hobby. I
reckon I spend every spare minute 1 can
ot on what [ call my terrapin farm. Thg
8 really a hullging 200 feet lo by
feot wide. Here's g plictyre. ou see
these pans. Waell, here cres planks you
walk on. 80 a5 to be able to see what ip
going on._ I can_ flood the whole thing.

““ Now, T have been twenty-three rears
in the terrapin bitsiness, and I had been
in it the first twenty, before I started
hatchi terrapin e‘ts ofi my Own Aace
count ou soe, My biggest trouble was
in collecting the eggs. A terrapin_ will
lay almost anywhere, even in n cornfield
if the latter Is near the stream where it
makes its headquarters. Crows keep on
tho lookout for them, considering the egew
A great delicacy, and the moment mamma
terrupin gets through, Jim swoops down
with a part of his friends and eats up
her lay. Then {f the egg® elclge the
crows, there are the raccoons, who are
great hunters, ard §{f the turtles happen
1o l1ay too near the water, the atligatora
are on the watch and thev get them as

of aven temperature inside, dbut the most

I do with this one I carry with me 8 to|

kesp the top z2und moist und to keep the

m &t & proper distance from the mdl-'I
r

Opposes the Preseant Law.

“It would surprise you, perhaps, to:
be told that terrapins have a certaln
amount of intelligence, BMine all know
me, and come when I whistle, though
they will run away from a stranger.

“1 have with me the first terrapin I
ever hatehed.” Mr. Barbee opened the
door of the bathroom and fished out|
one of the five terrapins that occupled.
the tub. It was about three inches long.!
The others were of various lengths to
six tnches lonx on tho bottom. They

of various shades, depending, Mr.
rbee explained. on the color of the
sand they wero hLatched in.

** People up North make a great mia;
the wasy they kill & terrapln,
said Mr. Barbee. I understand the way
Is ysually to plmo the 1ive terrapin in
bolling water. is net only unneces-

rily cruel, but it is not the best way.|

ou kil a chicken by chopping off its
head. and letting the fow] bleed. A ter-
rapin should ba treated the same way.
.md 1 can axsure you (t loses none of its
ver.

“The laws says you mast not harve
terrapin in your poasession under fivo
inches long. dut I sssert that what [ am
doing is In the interests of the conserva- |
tion of the terrapin. By getting the egg®
and hatching then I am certainly adding
to the number of terrapin in existence, |
because tha great proportion of thess

fast as you can count them. To find a
lay of terra{: n's eggs is difficult, and
thia is what has deterred the United

eggs would otherwise dentroyed. Iti
the Government had the intention of go- '
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ing fnto terrapin hatching and repopuisls
Ing the Chesapeake Bay and other wats
ers with the young, 1 would be glad to

tyrn over my eggs and my young te
it, but it wny ottempt s o to
ihgke me stop bringing terrapin into the

'world othgrwise, 1 will fight, as T main-
tuinn T uwmn doing a lot more for the con-
servation of the terrapin than theée Gov-
ernment {x. Tne other day in Philgdel-
phix & constable came to sce me d
tnild me he understaod 1 was bmkﬁg
the law by keeping undersized terrapin.
I showed him my traveling live sgtock
and L2 said no more.”

AMr. Barbee took from his pocket & tiny
pasteboard box und took off the lid,
gshowing a tiny terrapin.

“ Thig {« Toby.” he said. ‘“Toby wse
born last January, and she has been lv-
fng In my pocket most of the time eveér
since. She knows me, and you notice 1€
! try to put the end of vy finger into her
mouth she pushes it uway.” '




